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human rights. My Administration will also
pursue those objectives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1993,
as ‘‘Law Day, U.S.A.’’ I urge the people of
the United States to use this occasion to re-
flect on our heritage of freedom, to familiar-
ize themselves with their rights and respon-
sibilities, and to aid others seeking to affirm
their rights under law.

I call upon the legal profession, civic asso-
ciations, educators, librarians, public officials,
and the media to promote the observance
of this day through appropriate programs and
activities. I also call upon public officials to
display the flag of the United States on all
government buildings on Law Day, U.S.A.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:20 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Nomination of Ben Erdreich To Be
Chairman of the Merit Systems
Protection Board
April 30, 1993

The President today declared his intention
to nominate former Alabama Congressman
Ben Erdreich as a member and Chairman
of the Merit System Protection Board.

‘‘I have full confidence Ben Erdreich will
serve with distinction and dedication at the
helm of the Merit Systems Protection
Board,’’ the President said.

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

The President’s Radio Address
May 1, 1993

Good morning. It’s the first day of May,
and for many of our high school seniors it’s
time to begin thinking about their last final
exams, packing up their rooms, and setting
out on the adventures that will come in the
next stage of their lives. Whether they are
heading to college or looking for their first
jobs, these students are getting ready to cross
a threshold that will shape them and their
futures as people and citizens.

All of us have a big stake in whether these
young people have opportunities for success.
The great promise of American life has al-
ways been expanding opportunities for each
succeeding generation, opportunities for
education, for employment, for home owner-
ship, for good health care for all those willing
to work hard and play by the rules. I am
determined that we won’t ever lose that
promise of American life.

I sought this Office because the dreams
of working Americans were in deep danger.
And I promised all of you that I would work
my heart out to restore them. All the work
we do in this administration springs from that
determination and is rooted in our values,
the values that have strengthened our fami-
lies and given generations of Americans
brighter futures than their parents, values
that have made this Nation without peer,
those of opportunity, responsibility, and com-
munity. With them, we propose putting Gov-
ernment back on the side of America’s hard-
pressed families.

In the first 100 days of this administration
we’ve tried to do that. We’ve worked hard
to cut the big Government deficit, and inter-
est rates are down, enabling millions of
Americans to refinance their homes and get
interest rates lower in business and consumer
loans. We’ve made a long-term commitment
to invest in jobs and education and tech-
nology. We’ve begun to reform the Govern-
ment by cutting unnecessary spending and
having tougher lobbying rules and moving to
reinvent the whole way Government oper-
ates. And of course, we’re facing the big crisis
of health care, trying to guarantee security
to all Americans and control costs so that we
can move forward with the kind of basic
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health care that other people in other coun-
tries take for granted but that threatens to
bankrupt America.

In addition to that, I am determined to
open the doors of college education and to
give American students the opportunity to
pay for it through a program of national serv-
ice. In the last several years, the cost of a
college education has become more impor-
tant than ever before. And yet, those costs
have gone up more than any other basic in
American life, including health care. We’ve
simply got to do something for all these high
school seniors and all those coming along be-
hind them to open the doors of college edu-
cation and to help those now in college to
stay in and to succeed.

As a first step, I will ask Congress to ap-
prove legislation changing the terms of col-
lege loans. By giving our students a new way
to finance college, we will be able to ensure
that many more go and stay. This new meth-
od will be called an EXCEL account. With
it, students will be able to repay the loans
on a schedule based on a percentage of their
future earnings and not just on the amount
they borrow, as is the case today. This will
be nothing less than liberating for many stu-
dents who drop out of college because of fi-
nancial strains or who graduate with big
debts and then feel driven into careers with
higher pay but lower satisfaction. A student
torn between pursuing a career in teaching
or corporate law, for example, will be able
to make a career choice based on what he
or she wants to do, not how much he or she
can earn to pay off college debt.

Another problem with the current student
loan system is that far too many students de-
fault on their loans, costing taxpayers billions
of dollars a year and adding to our deficit.
Giving students the chance to pay their loans
back as a small percentage of their incomes
will reduce the default rate by making it pos-
sible for more students to repay. But we’re
also going to make it tougher for those who
can repay the loans to avoid doing it by in-
volving the IRS in the collection process so
that those who work and pay taxes must also
repay their loans. With this new opportunity
must come new responsibility.

But these EXCEL accounts are just the
beginning. I also want to give tens of thou-
sands of young people the chance to pay for
part of their college education or advanced
job training through a program of national
service. With national service, we can open
a new world to a new generation, one where
higher learning goes hand-in-hand with a
higher purpose of addressing our Nation’s
unmet needs, educational, social, and envi-
ronmental. Things that will secure the future,
we will all share together.

Americans, without regard to age, will be
able to earn credit against college costs be-
fore, during, or after college by working as
tutors for children, volunteers at hospitals,
as public safety officers, or in countless other
grassroots community efforts that are work-
ing all across America today but need more
help. College graduates can repay a portion
of their loans by working as teachers or police
officers in underserved areas. National serv-
ice will mark the start of a new era for Amer-
ica, one in which every citizen can become
an agent of change, armed with the knowl-
edge and experience that a college education
brings and ready to transform the world in
which we live, city by city, community by
community, block by block, person by per-
son. National service will operate at the level
Americans know best, the grassroots. Its pro-
grams will be locally driven, because we trust
communities to know what works. And this
program is designed and will succeed without
a traditional Washington bureaucracy. And
believe me, no one will miss that.

Expanding opportunity, restoring respon-
sibility, reviving our sense of community:
these are the values that have always made
our country strong. America has always suc-
ceeded when we’ve understood that we’re all
in this together. With national service, Amer-
icans can help themselves by helping each
other. It’s the best investment we could ever
make in our future.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.
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Proclamation 6556—Loyalty Day,
1993
May 1, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
‘‘Loyalty Day’’ is an occasion on which we

reaffirm our allegiance to our country and
our devotion to the ideals on which it was
founded. Our government ‘‘by the people’’
respects and protects the natural rights and
freedoms of all citizens, without favor, and
deserves our abiding fidelity.

For more than 200 years, people from
around the world have immigrated to Amer-
ica, bringing their dreams and aspirations to
a country that prides itself on its democratic
ideals. There is no greater testament to the
success of our system of governance than
people’s desire to be a part of the great
American experiment. Our Founders de-
signed that system on the principles of indi-
vidual liberties and rights of self-determina-
tion. Our Nation stands as a beacon of hope
for all those who embrace these ideas.

Generations of Americans have dem-
onstrated loyalty and devotion to their coun-
try and have gone to great lengths to preserve
their freedom. Many have fought and died
so that future generations could continue the
proud traditions of our Nation. To acknowl-
edge this loyalty and love of country, the
Congress, by a joint resolution approved July
18, 1958 (72 Stat. 369; 36 U.S.C. 162), has
designated May 1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty
Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 1993, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, including public recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the
United States. I also call upon government
officials to display the flag on all government
buildings and grounds on this day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the

United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:21 a.m., May 3, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Statement on the Death of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri Lanka
May 1, 1993

I am outraged by the assassination of Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri Lanka. I
condemn this brutal act of terrorism.

President Premadasa served his country
with great distinction. As Prime Minister and
then as President, he worked tirelessly to
promote his country’s development and raise
the standard of living of all Sri Lankans. His
efforts made a real difference to his fellow
citizens.

I hope that the people of Sri Lanka will
join together at this difficult time to renew
their commitment to the fight against terror-
ism and to underscore their support for their
democratic institutions.

Hillary and I wish to extend the sympathy
of the American people to the people of Sri
Lanka at the loss of their leader. We send
our sincere condolences to the family of
President Premadasa at this tragic time.

Statement on the Prospects for Peace
in Bosnia
May 2, 1993

The developments in the Vance-Owen
process are a positive step, but we have yet
to determine whether the Serbs are serious
about peace. We will make that judgment
based upon their actions on the ground in
Bosnia. As Lord Owen said this morning,
‘‘We still have a long way to go.’’

Other agreements in this protracted war
have raised hopes but not changed behavior.
We will judge intentions by actions. Accord-
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